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Suggestions for a vocational education program 


representatives 


FEXNE i989 ention of the AFT at Mil ' mamittes 
waukee lirecteud the ' tion of a study ° Memoere —_ 


be requested 
’ 


ommiltee vw hee ele 
. ational prograen 
This Committee inle ‘ ‘ ‘ ler - . “be - its fulfil 
f Paul I ‘i 
apeolas Ine present th tr erties ‘ mmittee ; ef ! eed for 
an eflective report " While em 
that no recommenda 


would fit all situations the 


oe were offered for use in th 


lhe study mad the ' oncerned 
with the dn t Vocational 
Detlwueert aca 


urtt ulun con 


walbotT 
Ihe AFI. ha« at tl exent time a subcom 
ttee of ite Cor ‘ cation at work 
hive pilot } ! rious areas of the 
scope, and 
cation and the 
ement on it. The 
st pilot project 
Birmingham and 
the second phase 

mmendations 

gettu 
th the AFl gi ir own pro 
Indiana " king at the heart 


inv of the “bugs” in + sthonal education 

r has been most friendly to vocational edu 
ation, since it was largely responsible for many 
f the early enabling acts and since its members 


have served on local and state committees 


Continued on page 21 
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SECRETAR Y-TREASURER’S 


Democratizing 


school administration 


4 ws 


dictatorial edministrators oppose enions 


' 
im many sc? 


democracy cannot be developed throegh feer 





since in a number of states teachers are pet 
mitted 1 atten«d union sponsored meetings as 
well as non-union meetings on their “convention 


holidavs 


It is still a common administrative procedure 
to transfer to less desirable positions those 
teachers who raise their voices against political 
ontrol in the schools. Frequently, also, teachers 
who refuse to follow the political program of 
the administration are called in individualls 
ind, if possible, pressured into resigning. As 
vart of the pressure to persuade teachers t 
resign—-in order to circumvent tenure laws 
teachers are promised assistance in securing 
positions elsewhere. After the resignations are 
signed the teachers discover that no help is 
forthcoming in securing other positions 

The American Federation of Labor, real 
izing that undemocratic school administration 
threatens the very foundation of our democrati 
society, took a strong stand in its 1950 conven 
tion in favor of the freedom of the teacher. I: 
ts report or education the onvention stated 


in part 


sroom teachers I t ir st 
mion organizations or pres 
organizations i« a highly 
should be em 

emocratic country 


riczht of ewer 


RECEIVING LABOR PRESS AWARD 


In the contest pon 
sored hy the Inter 
national Labor Press 
f imerica the 


AMERICAN TEACHER 


sas auarded first 


Lavle Lane's 
Hum Relat 
fuards: 


ul the 


teacher im the publi echools the | mote 
“tates and any school administrater whe arb 
trarily denies that right to classroom teachers 
leserves diemiseal for violation of the bhesk 


principles of democracy 


The AFL. has urged all of its affiliated local 
und state organizations to assist teachers iv 
securing democratic working conditions in thei: 
respective communities and to seek the dismissal 
f school officials who desecrate democracy | 
resorting to dictatorial practices 

In 1943 the AFI 


ireds of American school systems are operated 


convention declared Hour 


as almost exact counterparts of the Fascist states 
of Europe. If America is to point the way to a 
successful and peaceful democratic society in 
the postwar world we must first of all ‘place our 
own house in order’ and democratize those 
school systems of America which operate on a 
totalitarian basis In fairness to our valiant 
fighting men who are carrving forward the 
struggle for freedom on far-flung battlefronts 
lead hers must have the courage to organize and 
hattle for freedom in the classroom. to the et 
hat the public schools will serve as living lal 
ratories of democracy Irvin R. Awe 
vote: For specific suggestions as to practica 
procedures in democratizing school adminis 


rafions. wrife to the nalionai otice af the iF] 
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| suggestion for those Bi} Days 


ASK TO HEAR 
THE UNION SIDE, TOO 
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Leber tells its story ia Deaville ead Telede 


APL weorns egeinst propegende in the schools 
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sc reiP ve 


\udio-\ isual Institutes 
for Intercultural Education 


llarold Schill 


with the 
i clock outside 
« elevated but I'n 
the story changes 
The second volunteer listened, then repeat: 
his version of the s« to a third and so 
By the time the four eveated the story. it had 
een altered considerably 
tra A big Negro and a short white man are a 


The Ne 


ot 1 subway 
g on, probably o1 guing about a seat in a subway cat 
1 well-dressed « threatening the white man with a razor a) 
overall The there's a woman shielding her baby from th 
Negr: ii bh men A rabbi and a Chinese person are als 
ther peop al in the car but steering clear of the men wi 
There's an old mar ire about to start fighting 
ok He's The last volunteer told 
with “A big Newr will 


i man in a sulwa 
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has 
jucted by teachers 
the clinic operator ex n each community unde 
fermonsetrations the story the staff of the Metron litar 
hift the razor | the f the Anti-Defamatios 


H. Giles, in an article ix 


gy entitied 


r Des 
} 


| the Institutes 


Through the slow centuries, each group 
crew different from the others. None of 
them looked like their common ancestors. 





strip. The films, available from the Freedom 
Library of the Metropolitan Regional Office of 
the Anti-Defamation League, include Make 
Way for Youth, Boundary Lines, and On 
People. Film strips, prepared by the Anti 
Defamation League, are About People and 
None So Blind. The audience also hears one 
{ the famous “Lest We Forget” 15-minute re 
cordings made by ‘the Institute for Democrat 
Education. Then the Rumor Clinic is presented 
Most sessions start at four and continue until 
ight p.m... with an intermission for a buffet 
supper 

In order to assure maximum participation by 
the audience, Institutes also make use of “Dis 
This method was originally de 
veloped by Dr. Donald Phillips of Michigan 
College 


cussion 66 


Before a meeting starts, the audience is 
livided into groups of six. Immediately after 
the main speech or panel presentation, the 
chairman asks each group to discuss, for about 
six minutes, the problems or ideas presented by 
the speaker The size of a group and the 
length of discussion give the method its name. | 

Each group of six appoints its own chairman 
who encourages discussion by every member in 
his group. When a six-minute period is over 
the chairman of the entire meeting asks a mem 
her of each group to report its major ques 
tions or comments to the entire audience. 

This technique gains greatest group partici 
pation in the shortest possible time. It also 
rives an opportunity to each group to achieve 
consensus through group deliberation 
Through the use of the audio-visual aids and 
discussion techniques, both teachers and com 
munal representatives are tble to direct their 
discussion to specific areas in their own com 


munity 


porticipents ore enthusiastic 

Fight such Institutes have been conducted in 
the New York area to date It is planned to 
rganize similar Institutes ir operation with 
ther District Superintendents in New York 
(ity and also with school systems in Nassau 
Suffolk. and Westchester counties 

Teachers and parent association groups are 
wing these audio-visual materials and tech 
niques for their own groups More and more 
teachers are introducing these audio-visual aids 


in their curricula 


Here are some of the comments made by 
participants at one of the Institutes 
“With this large meeting, you were highly 
successful in obtaining the friendly, intimate 
atmosphere that is usually associated with very 
small groups ts 
The entire program is very educational 
interesting, pertinent, and very well presented 
it was ex" iting and very revealing 7 The 
Metropolitan Regional Office of the ADL be 
ieves that through these demonstrations teach 
ers and community groups will jointly concern 
themselves with specific problems in their local 
ommunity. For through mutual discussion 
and action, a healthy, democratic society will 
levelop breve ause “if a demox racy = to exrst 
for any man anywhere, it must exist for all 


men everywhere.” 
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Something New 
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by Harold OU. Soderquist 


Professor of Edacation, Wayne Unive 
Wember of AFT Lecal 231, Detroit 


The Middle W a 
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snp Moma 
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have heen written thirts 


ght then have forestalled 
it American educat nai 
eiperiment ilisim rampant 
ath 
il 
how ready educat 
that dogmatized but det 
wrenched its philosopt 
ne isolated aspect of John De 
suld anvone have predicts 


which shocked many 


wk toward the plann 


the moral burden of educetion is emphasized 


j th nkir 


oment 
educat 
last ten years, events 
| vindicated the liberal 
lucation this way has 
ements 


n. Now 


sundw Th 


moratities 


lankir 


entury. Dh 
speak with ere r particularity thar 


{ his pre ssors, He is in position te 
phasize hat moral burden of edu 
always voiced bout 


ition wht h lh we : 


whi h escaped the attention of his earlier edu 
stor interpreters in their infatuation with the 


pen endedness of his doctrine of mquiry 


Dr. Childs’ book is a rationalized middk 


way. On the one hand his thinking represents 


those whose progressivisn took 


1 criticiem 


the form of systematic tentativiem, those whe 


subordinated an educational pr 


educational process Ik wi 


morality is summed up i if 
nent Thou sh 
hand Dr. Chik 


1 crite ol 


ienge d teachers 


be rpation 


uld be note 


rder, even through 


las struggle ly 
hat Dr. Childs is t ret conservative of 


this question that he was the thirties whet 
his demand that teachers take active class-sides 


~ented prorsilbane 


in the social struggle repre 
criticized by John Dewey, prophetically as it 


turned pul 


Dewey's doctrine wos misunderstood 
nt years thal 


admirer tal evar 

whict Dewey's writ 
i has made Ieee ior upor 
the thes rete al * that 


hve Directive 
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lerant and en 

mquiry mn au it . Here indeed 

pioneering thought John Dewey 

receive vindication In this nnection, it seems 
to this reviewer, if he is permitted to engage 
in some interpretive sper lation. that Dr. Childs 
makes clear that scientif ng in the social 
t demand | ti nd value= 

ult ire } ‘ i sty held 

a hy mothe ‘ wh 

vely caught sltus Rather 
experimentation ‘ } that 


ra perinissi Vveness ‘ ! indi 


groups withu ul propose 
sdvocate new ways and new idaptalions 
(|) ways to meet a char ng ) 1. We are 
Joun 1. Crttips wked not ot © let inn tors e and preach 


we ire sake 


j This those who 


yuiry thr 


self 


the writer's 

eiperience rroup of m-service 
swchers in an examination in philosophy of the teatativistic outiook bes failed 

ducation. Lach student in the group was fur It seems to this 1 ‘ ' lefinitios 


shed with a py ol Dewey Democracy and t the inquiring society many early 


and t ead and interpret interpreters of John Dewey sey failed to sex 


passages indicated | th instructor that the objectivity which essential to 
passage Dewey criticize » narrow perimental scientif 
interpretation perience Al sciously assumed by 
ases, however, the examinees held f inquiry int 
critecizing the idealistic” potnt 
was apparently inconceivable that he 
si of any philoso hy which takes 


' 
etperimental iene 


edecation ic @ commenity mere! veeture , " . , nesters it 
ra aways « si i) cho re : rn t ‘ xperimentally 


experimental t t from the first 


’ 





pers nalities lt makes social change possil 
sithout demanding the destruction of a culture 

It is fitting at the conclusion of this review 
to mention the literary quality of Dr. Childs 
writing. The reviewer has already paid tribute 
to his clarity and candor. He was further im 
pressed by the pregnant style and epigrammatix 
juality of large portions of Educatic a 
Vorals. He did miss, however, a quality which 
would have enhance the readability of othe: 

well-organized writing a tou 

ind humor now and then. This would 

relieved the rather heavy tread whicl 
mentous messages are apt to unpose upon 
proclaim them to the world 
the quotability of Education 
review ends with Dr. Childs 
mizing better than the re 


ssage of the book 


Education is 5 inded in respect for the 
whievements of human beings. If man did 
not have regard for that which he has learned 
und created, he would not organize schools 
to communicate his culture to his young 
But in a democratic society, education 
also grounded in respect for each human 
personality. It seeks the growth, not the en 
slavement, of the immature members of it- 
society. Fortunately, these two basic values 
ire not wu onflict mn the ntrary, the 
sutually support one ar ther. We can mani 
fest respect for the child and contribute t 
his progressive liberation through the pro 
edures of deliberate education only as we 
have respect for the knowledge and values 
that man has derived from that which h: 
has suffered and undergone. No educational 
theory or method is to be trusted which o; 
poses respect for the child to respect tor 


human experience and knowledge p lo 


EDUCATION NEWS DIGEST 


CARE reports $1,000,000 contributions 
for books. The CARE-UNESCO Book Fund 
elebrated its first anniversary recently by an 
ouncing it had received nearly a million dollars 
ontributions and pledges to provide new 
hooks and screntif equipment for educationa 
institutions overseas. Institutions in 24 coun 
tries have benefited from contributions sent to 
the Book Fund at CARE headquarters, 20 Broad 
Street. New York City, or to local CARE offices 
hroughout the United States, Canada, and 
south America 
Half of all contributions have been com 
vletely undesignated, with delivery left t& 
(_ARE's discretion on the basis of greatest need 
(Mf the volumes purchased by CARE in accord 
e with overseas requests 45 percent were 
the fields of pure and applied science; 20 per 
ent medical; 15 percent English language and 


terature 2 percent, teacher training 10 per 


ent. health and welfar« > percent, nursing 


percent, dentistry percent. miscellaneous 

Contributions unde $10 are pm led im the 
general fund. Donors $10 or more may desig 
nate the institutior ntry und category of 


ok 


Driver education courses in high school 
prove valuable. A recent test has “conclu 
sively proven” the practical value of high school 
driver education by disclosing the fact that 1100 
young drivers who received this training were 
involved in only one yuarter as many ace idents 
as a random sampling of 1100 teen-agers wh 
had not studied driver education in high school 

According to the Association of Casualty and 
Surety Companies sccident prevention depart 
ment, which has been conducting extensive re 
search in this field, the record of the average 
teen-age driver is not good. but it is better thar 
that of the 20-24 age group 

lo prove “once and for all the concrete ben 
fits of driver education courses” now being 
flered in over 7000 high schools throughout 
the ountry 1 survey wa made i Delawar« 
among 2200 teen-age drivers, half of whom had 


been trained and ther half of whom had 


ot Ihe result« | the survey follow 


TRAINED UNTRAINED 
ARRESTS 2 24.9 
ACCIDENTS 5.1% 22.9 
WARNINGS 19 ‘] 





450 American teachers have “os ware 
in teacher exchange progrom. | uri 


Lid tirete 


Adult illiterates need special materials. 
4 UNESCO pamphlet hed in May 195 


Reading disability and the “flash” method. 
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nited than for child r . t [may tx ! t nect in a better way the 
vid and n osity ut othe | nment This 
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International Relations Present No Difficulties Here 


‘ " ssf meets West } nile tional relations 
ire carried « 4 our e\ 


i \ ’ ! Gathered around the breakfast tabk 
Seattle home are left 1 rig } . 


in then 
gan, Sally Okada, ¢ 


‘ Japanese girl Hele 
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MALI Assis, HOME ATMOSPHERE 


VOCATIONAL CUIDANCE AND ARIETY OF HOBBIES 


1FLP TO EOULIP STLDEN Lrvime 


How Britain Educates 


Her Deaf Children 


Mendy Hall 


bine ntertau 


DETWEEN 1 ‘at amen 
) abrenet | " t ' if / arge 


1} rather th 
lations 


clesses limited to ten pupils 


As 
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process of traming them to watch the he approach to the work is more like that 
noverments of Un ips, t understand and im f an ordinary academk high school and the 
tate, begins to coax one or two voiced words aim of most of the boys and girls on leaving 
it of their mouths. The top class of intelligent is to enter one of the professions. Last year 
five-vear-olds, who. through a combination of 12 of them were put in for the School Certifi 
p reading and knowledge of a well-established ate examination, and all passed-—a record of 
utine. understa » good deal of what is said which anv normal school would have good 
them. begin to read and to speak slthough reason to be proud This was the first time 
ectly ibout the same time. Any more that deaf children were able to take the exami 
esticulation than the hearin hild would us nation on equal terms with the hearing 
discouraged. For example, infants who it The children’s talents are directed towards 


stinctively put their fingers to their per mouths areers in which their deafness will prove the 


ndicate f | are quickly taught to lip read least handicap. The mathematical may be 


such words “dinner ven if it takes them guided towards accountancy. the scientific to 
» littl longer to sav it themselves. Of course wards laboratory work. And any who wish 
ther , they play together, and may go into nearby Newbury to learn typing 
und expressions as they 1s a standby. In their senior year especially 
wement, they use voices they are taught individually, and always with 
their approa hing career in mind 
is to get the child 


ik. and if this process can 


after-school hobbies 


Meanwhile. in after-«chool hours, there is a 
he started at three. tea hers hope to reduce 


the ' umber ears by whic h the leaf child 
} hearir hild " mental de 


range of hobbies and activities from which 
every child should be able to choose at least 
me which will maintain interest when school 
lays are over. Photography and bee-keeping 
vocational guidance ompete with arts and crafts, guiding and 
The pupils at the Mary Hare Grammar School scouting. Dramatic work and speech competi 
ire selected, through an entrance test, for their tions play an important part in developing 
«holastic abilities a possibilities. Although 
the development speech naturally remains 
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Report of the Convention Committee 
on Union Services 


Veuvices§ whic inbotes an render thet 
i ) members are many and varied 
The members of the : 


ittee felt that sar 


ihe major benefits | lerived tron 


the 1! llow 


ra ruiling new pembets 


strengthening weak locals 


vement wu inion public relations 


ns have ved their 


‘rye Ww rking 


need 


ial assistance chers are 


ted with unl : tithes such as 


vs tite acx dient» whict 


stance them to sork ter 
if these teache Anow where 


redit ! 


Since irmony wit! 


ale : 

effort should 
where iney 
that the 

h have 


! the if 


ryanized credit 


members has bee L suall 
their member his 


that ther 


mits 


nodities at substar 

how small the local 

The savings that a 
standard of living 
that the club should 
perative practices wi 

“ie union principles. W 
stional ofhee of the All 
' how to organize » Bu 


ich information ava 


health ins 


becoming appres iale 


(,roup health insur 


vwalth plan 


f easing the econ 
Lnions have brought | 
health protection made | 
plans in two principal ways 
found it desirable and 
their contract deman 
surance provided in fu 
yer. Other uni 
embers, throu 


sdvantages 





PRESIDENT'S PAGE 


this is 


hesive lo 


sense of participation 
if and when voca 


facuut 
raining ground for 


Recreational 
acquisition of club rooms in becors valu 
heap labor istry, and results in the 
means of serving the memlx rship These 
reakdown 0 andards and in a narrow 
raneeites Innay Serve i* ‘ nf ‘ " " 
restricted edu | experience the legitimate 
sthonal activities | wanbers as in 
Mims Of Vocati a cath ire not served 


|. Dinners for kn beng pres tives 
Wher suct ‘ nelude good cratt 


Informal teas L te ‘ 
standards supervised by labor adequate cul 


» Special parties 
I } 
tural experience determined through coopera 
und vor ational teachers 


t bntertainment r : . . 
thon between academn 


locals 
training in related skills, through the joint ef 


» Use of lub roo t member r pri 
forts of the craft and the teachers involved, and 


igh tramu the immediate concerns 


ost 
thorous 


ate parties at low rental « 
time honey 
ire beginning to de velop the 


6 Card parties. « t 


i the workel we 
Aind of tional rogram that enhances both 

I he ‘omimitter wiahes ti inphasize tl ct ; 
hucatior und the total educational 


that this obviously is not a omplete bist 


sible union services We therefore urge wal 
e* under Mi: Myers is to be 


lhe committ 


\perience 


te develoy programs whn h best serve thei: 
honored for a forthright and progressive step i 


needs. We als irge locals to provir 
this direction John Vv kklund 


National Office with } rmation abat 
services aking it available 


itther | hrou t American TEACHER 


{FT President {FL commitiee supporting the American Heart Asso 
; 1} L_ convention in Houston 


iation s d? 


ai the 


PUBLIC COM 
MUN 
EDUCATION CARDIAC SERVICE 


- = - - = . 


Lnclorsed, by the NMERICAN FEDERATION of LABO 








THE 





by | avle | cutee 


pEBITS CREDITS 





LABOR NOTES | 


U. S. ECONOMIC PROFILE 


+ 


Married women in the labor force 


\\ 








Aug. 1950 





by 
Vever Halushka 


The NAM in the schools 
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FALL LUNCHEON OF LOCAL 111 ATTRACTS ALMOST 300 TEACHERS 
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knows no season So, naturally, 
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